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A THREE-CHANMEL MONSTER that brings
a warm musicality to TV and movies, the
all-in-one HEOS Bar from Denon does 5o
rmuch more than merely boost the audio
 from a flatscreen TV. [t's mostly about music,
and more specifically, wireless streamed
rnusic fram the likes of Spotify, Deezer and
Soundcloud. As such, it directly challenges
the likes of the Sonos Playbar, and for my
money, it wins that contest hands-down.

However, more impressive are its two home
cinema featuras, HOMI switching, and an
ahility to add wireless rear speakers to create
an occasional 5.1 system. And what would you
T do with those two 'spare’ rears when you're
not watching films? Whole-home multiroom
music, of course.
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Denon HEOS Bar

Denon's multi-talented HEOS Bar has Jamie Carter streaming
Biork, kicking back with The Last Jedi 4K BD and pondering
awireless 5. upgrade

ATHREE-CHANNEL MONSTER that brirgs.
& warm musicality 1o TV and movies, the
all<n-one HEOS Ear from Denon does so
much more than merely boost the au
from & falscreen mastly about music,
and more specifically. wreless streamed
rmusic froen the likes of Spatity, Deezer and
Soundcloud. As such, it dirsctly challenges
= Sonos Playbar. and for my.
hands-doan.
However, more Impres: Its two home
cinema features; HOMI switching, and an
ability to 2dd wireless rear speakers to create
anoccasbonal 51 S,"‘Iem And what would you
‘spare’ rears when you'n
ot watching flms? Whoie-home multicom
muskc, of course.
Atjust aver a metre long, the HEOS Bar s
agood match for JDIn
and larger scn o
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SPECIFICATIONS

DRIVERS: 3 x 2in x 5in oval woofers; 3x 15in
tweeters ONBOARD POWER (CLAIMED): N/A
m 4 x HOMI inputs: 1 x HOMI ARC
output: optical digital audio input; coaxial
digital audio input; 3.5mm stereo audio;
USB; Ethernet DOLBY TRUEHD/DTS-HD MA:
Yes/Yes SEPARATE SUB: No REMOTE
(CONTROL: Yes DIMENSIONS: 1,100{w/) x
146(h) x?Z(d)mm WEIGH: & 8kg

FEATURES: Wall-mounting option; four
Duilt-in IR repeaters; 4K HOR passthrough
via HDMI 2.0/HDCP 2.2; Virtual Surround;
Movie Surround; Dialogue Enhancer;

Music and Night modes; dual-band Wi-Fi;
Bluetooth; streams from Spotify, Tidal,
Deezer, Soundcloud. Tuneln radio; plays
MP3, WMA, AAC, FLAC, ALAC, WAV and DSD!
files: Doloy Vislon; HLG

Denon supplies walk-mount fixings for the HEOS Bar

5 conveyed by this soundoar with a good mix
of detail and warmth
Even more detall s dragged from some
ni-res FLAC and WAV music fies fed lom
aUSE thumb-cdve {althcugh, sadly, that

to Lft the preductoffa TV star
Bar does need to be lurmed through 160
degress between ts two orentations, which
means the logo would be upside down for one
af them Luckily, Rencn has thaught of that,
and the 10RO pops up anc swivels arcund

Each of the soundbar's three channe
centre, right) are ghven 2 pair of 2in x Sin oval
woofers and a 1.5in tweeter, with 5x Class O
S IaVICiNg pawes,
le it behaves well on its own and makes
for & clutier-Tree solution, it's possible t
2 HECS Sub (£600) to armve
You cangoto 51
wirelese 3
the best use of cobaard Doty TrueHD and
O7S-HO MA deccdig.

As with all Cenon's HEOS harcware,
aperaticn s mastly done via the fras HEOS
smartphteefablet app. Inuse. this offers &
similar appreach ta the app used
with the same process of logging-in in-aop

3 reaming platiorms, and
CUSINE UP SONgS to play next.

Balanced musicality

wihers the HEOS Bar difers from same of its
rivals (the Somas Playbar in particular) is its
mere balanced musical sound quality. And
despite the HECS ngm in
way of audia tweaks. | never ‘elt any real nead
for them: Bjork's Litoola, straarmed from the
Deezer HiFi platform (16-bit/44,1kHz FLAC),

USEsiot, being mownted on the back.is
ta each when the HEOS Ha
sinfrontofa Tv}.

It's aimost as adept with mowies, offering
eroughbass response during a run-thrcugh
of Star Wars: The Last Jed! {Litra HD Blu-ray}
to bring scale (o the onscreen action, plus
2 q00d sens= of chanrel separation. Dence's
virtual surround mode doesn't noticeably
change much al all, nowever,

Anather area whers the HEOS Bar rises
10 the cream of thi <05 s with it HOMI 2.0

ence a few switching clelays, but
ip-syrc waas kepl in check,

Thoroughly modern

Sourdbars that do anything ather than
disappaint are rare. but the entry here of
aheavyweight audio brand is a chance to
witness powerful, detailec and warm sonics
n spacdes. Add in the wireless streaming,
multirgom, 4K HDR: ¢ HOMI switching
functionality and system expandability,
and it's hard to think of the HEOS Bar
anything other than a thoraughly
souncbar that takes full advantage
Denon's musical heritage o
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