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Arcam SA30

Visually, this modest-looking unit seems to
be nothing to get excited about. But thisis
one book you shouldn't judge by its caver
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Not everything is desperate to be seen
for what it really is, Some go to great
lengths to conceal thels true identity

Complementing its widely heralded
Class 3 steteo amplification (120W per POWER
channel) with streaming architecture as

KEY FEATURES

apealeasy bats, masked singers, Bruce
Wayne - while others, such as this Arcam
5430, simply don't fecl compelled w
show it aff,

Based anits appearance, the SA30
conild well slip into a line-up of Arcam
amplifiers from the past few years. But,
while there are few aesthetic clues, this
Arcam b5 actually a fully fledged
streaming system, a just-add-speakers
product in the same vein as the Maim
Uiild Abam.
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well as digital and analngue inputs,

Arcam has further satisfied the ‘complete

stereo system ina box” concept it frst
affered in the Arcam Solo Music several
Vears ago,

Contemporary relevance

while the Solo Music revalved around
lisic playback. the 3430 is more d la
mode, Providing it is hooked upto a
network via ethemnet or wi-fl fonce you
liave screwed in the antennac), AirPlay

allows music to be streamed from 05
devices, while Google Chromecast
functionality caters for similarly
straightiorward, one-leuch slreaming
tram compatible apps such as Spatify,
Tidal, Qobuz, Deezer and Tuneln Eadio.
There's also UPNE streaming. so that
hi-res metworked music from your NAS
drive can be accessed through Atcam’s

dedicated MusicLile app or, alternatively,

“It's a complete stereo system in a box. The Arcam's streaming

abilities may steal the headlines, but it's the physical inputs that

can make the SA30 the nucleus of a multi-source system”

any third-party UPnF control app such
as mConnect or BubbleUPnP. These are
preterable alternatives in cur opinion,
Arcamys cwn software being fairly
hare-boned. Roon subscribers will see
the Atcam as an endpoint aption in the
Roon app, too, Not only is hi-res music
supported by the Arcam's 32-bit ESS
Rabre ES50038 DAC, but MOA files,
Including MOA-formateed Tidal Masters,
can also be played.

The Arcam's streaming abilities may
steal the headlines, but ic's the physical
inputs that can make the SA30 the

coaxials, one USE and an eARC-
supparting HOMIL Turning to analogue,
it has three pairs of RCAs plus
compatibility with both meving-magnet
and moving-coil carlridges. We think that
list ensures pretty much any audio
camponent or T can be connected toit,

A widerange of options

A pair of pre-outs allows the user o
hypass the Arcam's power amplification
Far an alternative, while an RS232
connection accommodates inlegration
into a smart home automation system. &

Plug in a pair of speakers or
headphones and away vou go.. almost.
Arcam has built support for Dirac
Research's proprietary Dirac Live room
cormection technology into the SA30,
designed to correct the comnected
spealiers’ performance for the system,
and reduce unwanted resonant
trequencies introduced by the room.

All you, of your dealer, have to do s
download the Dirac Live deskiop
application (Windows ar Macl onto your
computer, follow the procedure (which
includes connecting the supplied mic,
using it to measure 13 pasitions around
your living room) and the software
caloulates and corrects the colourations.

You're presented with a tanget-
Iesponse curve, which you can easily
manually adjust before it's loaded

The array of buttans under the display

Although it's a thoroughly madem unit,
the 5430's visual design is cenventicnal control functions such as input and muting

The range of cannectivity on the SA30 is so wide that we think
pretty much any audie component or TV can be connected

nuclens of a multi-source system. Digital
conpectivity features two opticals and

front-panel 3. 5mm output provides
headphones listening, too.

wirelessly onto the 5430, Tt an i
encouragingly stralghtforward process, |L|
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and in cur room dees noticeably clean
up the sound.

Naturally, in order to apply such room
correclion across inpuls, the 5430
converts any analogue signala into a
digital signal with its analogue-to-digital
architecture, allowing it Lo be digitally
mrocessed before being converted back
with its DAC, The Arcam's Analcgue
Irect mode, however, bypasses that,
sending the inputted signal straight
through to the preamp stage.

Traditional housing

While the 5430 has embraced the
modemn world of streaming, its
aesthetics are very much in line with
those of traditional hi-fl. Housed ina
fusll-width chassis, and employing
circular contrals (3 conventiomal volume
dlal and posver button) elther side of a
compact display, the SA30 embodices
Arcanys established design approach, Tt
conforms to the rest of the HDA
COmponent rangs it helongs to and away
fram the likes of Arcam's elegant Salo
Uno stieaming amplifier

B sano sl

"Colours In Space by Explosions In The Sky sounds
fittingly cosmic, the Arcam capturing the dimension

and dynamic scope of the striking soundscape”

W limagine anyone wha relishes
arthodox hi-fi design will appreciate the
SA30s aesthetic approacl

There's nothing that points to its
streaming talents - no sizable screen on
which artworl can be displayed, nor the
increasingly commaon touch controls or
presets. Even the array of huttons under
the small LED screen sticks to standard

[unctions such as menw, inpul switching,

mute and balance,

Anachronistic display
It's notideal for visualising the mack
currently playlng - watching letters
slowly scroll across the display is about
a5 visnally painful as madern hi-fi gets

and we miss being able o occasionally
glance at on-scteen album covers,

Onee the sound emerges though, all

those visual concerns fade away, The

Arcam has all the sonic smeothness, scale
and powerful muscularity we've come to
expect from Avcam components and
their Class G amplification. As we revel
inits versatility - we stream our 13
library from our Nadm server, play Tidal
and Spotify streams over Chromegast,
and give our reference tumtable 3 spin -
wie are thrown inta the maost consistently
pleasant of easy-listening stales.

The Arcam'’s tendition of L A. Salami's
When The Poet Sings is full and clear and
detailed: the tender acoustic plucking is
Insh and convincingly rangible, and his
conversational vocal is engagingly
dynamic, with all the quitky intricacies
that make hiz storytelling so compelling
left intact.

The Arcam's appetite for vocals is
exemplary. That pleasing clarity and
sulbitlety is presented on ablg, spacious

and tonally even canvas - one that puls
space between the melaodic electric
strings and the acoustic strums thewy sit
an lop ol, without sacrificing Lheir
intendad interplay.

While fast and fluid, the SA30 doesn't
quite have the thythmic aptitude of the
Maim Uniti Atom, which is the more
gifted performer when it comes to tying
together a pattern. But the Arcam's
higger, easier-gning presentation will
surely find favour with many listeners,

Tone and atmosphere

The 3A30 is willing to offer the scale,
openness and low-end impact to
communicate the sinister tone of Bon
Iver's W, while also Injecting the
Spariousness necessary o keep the
increasingly dense production nicely
Intelligible. 1es this sort of scale that
meally gives atmospheric instrumentals
their fair due, Cofaurs In Space by
Explosions In The skyv sounds fttingly
CosTic, the Arcam capturing the
dimension and dynamic scope of the
stiiking soundscape,
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Of the seven digital [lters available,
we prefer the default Apodizing
althaugh the others, which include Brick
Wall, Minimum Phase Fast Rull Off and
Linear Phase Slow Roll off, all offer
subtle differences and are worth trying.

The Arcam SA30 is a fine example of
how well music streaming can be
implemented into traditional hi-fi, and
just how disereetly too. Thanks Lo its
integration of Chromecast, AitMay and
UPnP streaming, all vou require isa
wontrol device {such as a phone or tablet)
and pair of equally talented speakers
{such as the KEF L3505, Revel Concertal
M16s or Fyne Audio F500s).

(WHATHI-FI? |
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With the Arcam’s wealth of
connections, existing sources can also be
easily accommodated and delivered
thanks to the 5430 pleasingly open,
smonth and detailed presentation,

It goes without some of the luxuries
often adopred by modern sticaming
products - a tancy display, touch controls
and fleshed-out dedicated app. for
exarmple - and ultimately, is outclassed
by the class-leading competition when it
comes to thythmic ability, Bur the $A30
tespoiids with a matuee openness and
clarity, and it that's how vow like vour
music, you won't regret making it the
Teart of your systern.

RATING % % 9 %

SOUND FOR
= Smaoth, open
FEATURES detailed

L-I' ﬂ presentation

» Dirac Live room EQ
ERLUME XY + Exhaustive

connectivity

AGAINST | VERDICT
« Dedicated app is Asuperb
hiasic combination
* Naim rival is mare of Arcam
rhythmically amplification and
talented madern-day music
streaming




