
Design Evolution - 
The New R1
Elegant and beautifully simple, the new 

R1 is the third generation of our iconic table radio which 
started the Ruark Audio story and marked our transition from 
manufacturing loudspeakers for Hi-Fi enthusiasts to quality 
compact audio systems, still with class-leading sound but with 
wide-ranging customer appeal.

At a glance, the new R1 appears remarkably similar to its predecessor, but 
look closely and you will see that almost everything about it has been refined. 
The improved RotoDial control system looks slick and combined with the latest 
technology OLED display, offers a control interface that is crystal clear and 
intuitive to use. The cabinet retains the same distinct dimensions, but is now 
available in a choice of Soft White and Soft Black lacquers or Rich Walnut, 
featuring a combination of real wood lippings and veneers. These new finishes, 
combined with the refreshed design of the fascia and rear panel, take the 
tactility and craftsmanship of the new R1 to an even greater level.

Internally, we’ve also made further strides in 
performance and technology. Like the original 
models, radio performance via DAB and FM is 
exceptional and with DAB+ also on board the 
new R1 is future-proofed for any transmission 
upgrades. In addition to its excellent radio 
performance, we’ve also added a quality 
Bluetooth receiver, so that you can stream 
music wirelessly to the new R1 from Bluetooth 
enabled devices. The addition of Bluetooth 
makes the new R1 a perfect tabletop and bedside 
companion, providing an expansive and natural 
sound that makes music all the more enjoyable.

Numerous other features are also built in, including a comprehensive dual alarm 
and a USB charge port, which will recharge most smartphones.  If you want to 
enjoy the new R1 out and about, then the addition of our optional CarryPack and 
BackPack allow it to be enjoyed wherever mains power is not available.
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“�Look�closely�and�you�
will�see�that�almost�
everything�about�it�has�
been�refined.”



About�Ruark�Audio

Founded by Alan O’Rourke and Neil Adams, 

the origins of Ruark Audio lie in a desire 

to design and build the very best audio 

products. A trained engineer and lifelong 

music enthusiast, Alan has now been 

working within the British audio industry 

for over 30 years. In 1985, together with his 

father Brian, they formed Ruark Acoustics 

with the desire to develop their own high 

fidelity loudspeaker systems. Although no 

longer in production, Ruark loudspeakers 

have become respected by hi-fi enthusiasts 

worldwide, winning numerous accolades 

and awards.

Late in 2004, with the growing popularity of 

DAB radio in the UK, Alan was looking for a 

unit for his own use. It appeared to him that 

whilst sound quality was important for hi-fi, 

in radios and other similar products the 

sound was often poor. Seeing a gap in the 

market and based on their wholehearted 

belief that they could do better, Alan 

and Neil made the radical decision to 

diversify from loudspeakers and apply their 

expertise to designing a small range of 

quality radio based products.

Since launching in November 2006, their 

products have become regarded as the 

finest available, with the Sunday Telegraph 

memorably describing the original R1 

as ‘the Aston Martin of DAB radios’! This 

analogy succinctly describes the ethos of 

Ruark Audio.

Conclusion

Our design for the original R1 laid down a 
trademark style which make our products 
desirable and unique.  With a refreshed look, 
honed performance, Bluetooth audio streaming 
and other enhancements, the new R1 has been 
painstakingly evolved to take advantage of the 
latest technologies, making it, we believe, the 
best and most complete tabletop radio available.

Key�Features
•  Class-leading sound quality
•  DAB, DAB+ and FM Tuner
•  Bluetooth receiver for wireless music streaming
•  New intuitive Rotodial control system
•  High contrast OLED display with large format clock
•  USB charge port for charging smartphones etc
•  Ten station presets for both DAB and FM
•  Switchable auxiliary input for MP3 and other audio devices
•  Adjustable treble and bass settings
•  Loudness function for improved sound at low levels
•  Stereo headphone output
•  Easy-to-use comprehensive dual alarms
•  Finishes: Rich Walnut veneer, Soft White and Soft Black lacquers
•  Dimensions: H170 x W130 x D135mm
•  Weight: 1.5 Kg
•  SRP: £199
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