
A
long time ago, long before the 
advent of fancy composites,

CNC-machined tapered cabinets,
exotic speaker cone materials and 

computer-aided design, high-end
loudspeakers were big, rectangular boxes 
containing big, round drive units.

The boxes were big and heavy to ensure 
an inert platform for the drive units.The drive
units (often full-range designs) were huge,
paper pulp-coned designs, meant to move 
the large masses of air required to create a
believable soundstage.

As for the beautifully wood-veneered 
enclosures, they were heavily damped to 
make up for cabinets that lacked the clever,

computer-modelled bracing and complex
shapes of contemporary designs.

By today’s standards, it all sounds a bit 
old-fashioned. But those big speakers of 
yesteryear could deliver a certain sonic magic,
an almost tactile mix of music and emotion,
that even some of today’s most advanced
designs simply can’t emulate.

Perhaps that’s one of the reasons why 
some speaker makers continue to produce 
models inspired by those classic speakers of old.
Spendor  is one of those, and its range of Classic
speakers has been a favourite in countries 
like Japan for years – not only because of a 
continued fascination with all things retro, but
because they actually sound really good, too.

Of course, Spendor has a classic speaker
heritage. Its Classic Series speakers continue to
please musicians and sound engineers, and for
the same reasons – because they sound natural
and unforced in a way modern speakers can’t.

The Spendor SP100R is one of four Classic
Series models that have now been made 
available to a broader audience, including the
UK and ... South Africa. It is a big and heavy
loudspeaker, so don’t let the official description
of the Spendor as ‘a stand-mounted speaker’
fool you!

Yes, it does need to be raised off the floor,
but you’ll need some really beefy, rigid platforms
to take care of these 37 kilo monsters – so
rather think of them as floorstanders that
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need a raised platform to elevate them to 
optimal height.

By current standards, the SP100R could 
be accused of being, well, boring to look at.
The enclosures are beautifully veneered 
with real wood, and there is evidence of 
craftsmanship everywhere. But these are 
still big, rectangular boxes that take up a fair
amount of interior real estate, and thus
deserve a home with lots of space.

Also, the Spendors don’t like being squashed
into corners or too near walls – they need a
free-standing position, about one-third into the
room, and with plenty of air to fill with sound.

Once we’d got the speakers settled into the
AVSA listening room, we had the first real 
opportunity to take a closer look at the SP100R.
Surprise, surprise: the speaker may look the retro
part, but it’s clear that much of the technology
incorporated here is very much state of the art.

Spendor explains that the modernisation of
some of the SP100R components was initiated
by an increasing shortage of traditional materials,
necessitating a technological refinement of the
original designs.

Thus, the ‘R’ in the SP100R designation is 
for ‘Revision’ and signifies the combination 
of proud tradition and advanced technology.
The question is whether the result is still as
sonically enchanting.

The most obvious updates are to the 
drivers, where both the woofer and the
midrange now employ a focussed magnet
motor pole extension to improve phase 
correction, which in turn allows a smoother
transition between crossover points – i.e.
a more linear tonal delivery.

The crossovers are new, and feature
improved conductivity, uprated components,
and better signal routing, while the internal
cabling has also been uprated to heavy-gauge,
multi-stranded pure copper wiring with each
strand individually silver-coated.

The enclosure design approach retains 
the thin-walled construction and heavy 
damping, but the damping material is a new,
rubbery compound said to be more efficient
and consistent.

The tweeter retains a traditional fabric-dome
design, while the midrange and woofer employ
polymer and Bextrene cones.The latter is a

soft plastic first developed for the BBC LS3/5a
monitors, and also popular with the likes of
KEF. Thus, the driver materials are still very
much rooted in the 1970s.

For all its bulk, the SP100R is not a difficult
speaker to drive. But it does demand some 
muscle, and likes to be fed a decent amount 
of current to ensure it has sufficient oomph 
to deliver its musical wares with authority 
and control.

It’s also important to note here that the
Spendors are very open, revealing speakers – and
by revealing I mean just that: expect the SP100Rs
to take a fairly critical view of your system. It may
not punish you for poor system elements by
sounding terrible, since it is ultimately a forgiving
design. But it will expose the weaknesses, and
remind you how much better it could have
sounded had those flaws been addressed.

Our AVSA review room is probably just that
little bit too small for these Spendor biggies,
but once installed and running, initial listening
tests proved promising. Some tweaking of their
location in the room ensued, with much of the
effort going into reducing the toe-in, and
ensuring absolute symmetry.

I was more than a little cynical about the
potential of the SP100Rs, but any misgivings
were dispelled once the Spendors had settled
in. It was the effortless elegance of these boxes
that had me spellbound.

It’s a difficult attribute to describe, because
the SP100Rs don’t sound laid back, or lazy.
They lack absolutely nothing in terms of 
pace or attack, and they pack a hefty 
bottom-end punch that is delivered with
alacrity and authority.

But they despatch their musical wares 
with such grace and cohesion, even at higher
listening volumes, that the performance is
always smooth and approachable.There’s no
sign of grain or bite, and tonal integration is
superb, with no apparent dips or spikes.

The lower bass has that right-in-your-gut
presence that only a big speaker moving lots 
of air can achieve. But from that solid, robust
foundation, the rest of the sonic package is as
beautifully crafted as the speakers themselves.

Tonal integration is seamless, which 
contributes substantially to the cohesion of 
the overall sonic picture.And for all their size
and physical presence, the big Spendors are
surprisingly transparent, allowing the sound 
to take centre stage.

As one would expect, the treble is 
smooth and approachable, but I never got 
the impression that they were rolling off the
higher frequencies at the expense of outright
resolution or attention to detail. If anything,
they were exposing fine nuances that I’d never
heard on my own system ...

As expected, the sonic image is large,
but meticulously defined, with an almost 
layered, three-dimensional perspective that
envelops the listener in a cosseting blanket 
of sound. Indeed, listening to the Spendors 
creates a sense of musical well-being I’ve 
rarely encountered.

The Spendor SP100R is not a speaker 
for everyone. Besides the acquisition cost,
these speakers need lots of breathing space,
ideally in a bespoke listening room large
enough to properly accommodate them.
And they need to be partnered with equally
high-quality ancillaries.

But in return, the proud owner can expect a
speaker with a uniquely enthralling personality,
borne of an eclectic mix of traditional and 
current technology.Which just goes to prove
that what seems like old hat can still be relevant,
And how!

Deon Schoeman

Enclosure type........................Bass reflex
Drive units ....19 mm soft-dome tweeter,

160 mm polypropylene cone midrange,
300 mm  bextrene cone woofer

Bi-wiring ....Yes, gold-plated binding posts
Impedance......................8 ohm (nominal)
Sensitivity ..........89 dB (1 watt/1 metre)
Frequency response ....45 Hz – 20 kHz

(±3 dB)
Power handling ....200 watts unclipped
Dimensions (HxWxD)
............................................700x370x430 mm 
Weight ..................................................36 kg

PRICE................................................R85 999

VERDICT
Regal, surprisingly neutral and articulate 
performers with true presence and authority.
Superb with large-scale recordings.

SUPPLIED BY AV Cables cc
082 774-4831

WEBSITE www.avcables.co.za
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